
Introduction
In seeking to pray cor rectly for the un saved we of ten don’t un der -

stand how we our selves got saved. So how do we go about this with any
kind of wis dom?

In this short tract, I want to give you an over view of the learn ing pro -
cess, go ing from know ing about God’s crea tion to be ing a de voted fol -
lower of Christ. That is huge; some times peo ple can make that leap in a few 
hours, some times it takes a life time. Some times it never hap pens. Let me
tell you how we learn . . . 



The Example

As man kind goes down the path of try ing to cre ate ar ti fi cial in tel li -
gence, sci en tists have been try ing to find out how hu man be ings learn so
they can get com put ers to learn. That is a strange con cept in it self, but nev -
er the less, the study of how peo ple learn is found in how chil dren learn. If
you ask a child from a cer tain age group to draw a pic ture of mommy or
daddy, they will draw a cir cle, a straight line, two lines for legs, and two
lines for arms. In a cer tain age group, that’s it.

Then a few months or a year later, sud denly mommy has a lit tle
dress tri an gle and maybe curly hair. And a lit tle bit later, some thing of ears
takes shape and ey ebrows and eyes and nose,  maybe even shoes. The idea
is that the child is learn ing an over view sketch of things. Some times not
very cor rectly, just an over view of the en tire idea, but over time they start
fill ing in the de tails. 

Some of our eighth grade teachers thought we should know eve ry -
thing perfectly by exam time. “You’ve got to know the sub ject; there’s go -
ing to be an exam by the end of the se mes ter; and you’ve got to know it
all!” There wasn’t any of the learning- how- to-learn pro cess. They should
have given us an over view and let us start fill ing in the de tails lit tle by lit tle. 
Then they would have un der stood how hu man be ings ac tu ally learn. 

Let’s look at how you learn to re late to your mom. When you were
just be ing formed in the womb you ac tu ally rec og nized your mom’s voice
so that af ter you were born, three or four women could come into the room
and you would rec og nize your mother even though you didn’t see her, just
by the sound of her voice, be cause you were lis ten ing in the womb. You
may not know any thing else about her; you still have a lot of fill ing in to do. 
And if your mom is still with us, you are still col or ing in the lines of un der -
stand ing her.

As a teen ager I thought I un der stood girls. All I had was a skele ton; I
had no idea. Now I host a home group and it’s all girls; I’m still learn ing
about women, how dif fer ent they really are from men. But that’s the way
we learn; we don’t get it all at once. We have an out line so we are not go ing
to be to tally clue less but it takes time and ex pe ri ence to get eve ry thing.

2



When we go into this sanc tu ary- room the lights may not be on, but we al -
ready know there are chairs on the left and chairs on the right and there is
an aisle down the mid dle. We don’t really know that this chair has a tag,
etc.; the de tails ha ven’t been filled in. The prob lem is that as we go down
this learn ing pro cess, we make choices about things that we don’t really
un der stand. There are some things we may never know. This be comes
evident from the very be gin ning. That’s why we draw out lines and go
down through this shad owy thing called “life,” be cause we can not know
eve ry thing at once. 

For in stance, no body really knows how grav ity works. How ever it is  
a fun da men tal thing a child experiences first off, how it works. He’s learn -
ing how to hold his head up; he’s fight ing against grav ity. In the womb he
didn’t have to do that. And so he learns about in er tia and grav ity. And yet
no one can really ex plain sat is fac to rily why an ob ject seven mil lion light-
 years away is at tracted to the earth. No body. We may never know.

But there are other things we do know and un der stand. As we go
through life, we are cu ri ous and want to start col or ing things in and be gin to 
ap pre ci ate the Crea tion.

Who is God?

One of the thoughts that comes to us early on in life is the con cept of
God. And also a con cept of our selves. Both of these things are some thing
we learn about. If you think you’ve ar rived about learn ing who you are,
you ha ven’t got a clue. If you think you know who God is, even af ter
you’ve been saved at the cross, you really ha ven’t got a clue. There is more
for you to learn! He says, “Seek and you shall find.” Scrip ture doesn’t tell
us to stop at the cross. 

So we pray for those loved ones; we pray for the lost. We say, “Just
get them saved.” We do that and they get saved but they ha ven’t got the
whole con cept down. Let’s look at a key verse in Ro mans.

For since the crea tion of the world His in visi ble at trib utes, His eter -
nal power, di vine na ture have been clearly seen, be ing un der stood
through what had been made so that they (eve ry body) are with out
ex cuse. (Ro mans 1:20)

With out ex cuse for what? For not know ing that there is a God in
heaven. In other words Crea tion it self speaks so strongly, so pow er fully
that eve ry body, any where in the world that is an in tel li gent crea ture knows
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that there is a God be cause of this Crea tion. And if they deny it they are de -
ny ing the whole pro cess of learn ing. 

For you have formed my in ward parts; You did weave me in my
mother’s womb. I will give thanks to Thee, for I am fear fully and
won der fully made. (Psalm 139)

We can look at this Crea tion out wardly but we can also look at our -
selves and our physi cal bod ies, our men tal pro cesses and say, “I am fear -
fully and won der fully made.” Every day we can say, “This is un be liev able.
How could this pos si bly hap pen by chance?” And so, we come to the con -
clu sion that there is a Crea tor. Now we have an out line, a sketch, a stick fig -
ure of who God the Crea tor is. There is a Crea tor. We can say also that there 
is a Force through out the uni verse.

The Spirit of God was mov ing over the sur face of the wa ter.
(Genesis 1:2)

This trans la tion in He brew really means there was a vi bra tion, like a
sound wave over the sur face of the wa ters;  there was a Force in volved in
the Crea tion in the very, very be gin ning. So here is the idea, an out line:
Crea tor, Crea tion, Force, un der stand ing a lit tle bit more about God. 

God thun ders with His voice, won drously do ing great things we
can not pos si bly com pre hend. (Job 37:5)

Be cause He is such a pow er ful Crea tor we just do not un der stand all
the things He is, but we can ap pre ci ate them. In a few of the thun der storms
we’ve had lately, I have come to ap pre ci ate God a lit tle bit more. When
those storms started to move in, I be gan to think of where I could hide, what 
part of the house could I stay in with out hav ing to worry about some thing
hap pen ing to me. The wind was swirl ing around; the trees had no where to
go so a lot of them went down. (In ter est ingly one of the “Wit ness Trees”
over in Get tys burg fell.1 )

Af ter you’ve come to grips with the un saved per son you are pray ing
for, you may be talk ing to him of these very things. What you are do ing is
draw ing a sketch for them . . . say ing lis ten, “This is what the scrip tures
say” and then be gin draw ing the out line. “Lis ten, there is a Crea tor, there is
a Force, and you need to un der stand you are not just by hap pen stance. All
this speaks of a God.” And then there should be an in tro duc tion of a won -
der ful Mind in that paint ing that He’s draw ing in their thoughts. Now we
start to see some thing more visi ble of our Crea tor in Exo dus 34 where He
re veals Him self to Moses:

The Lord God, com pas sion ate, gra cious, slow to an ger, abound ing
in lov ingkind ness and truth. (Exo dus 34)
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Those are things we would say up un til now are hu man char ac ter is -
tics, not char ac ter is tics of a God, not char ac ter is tics of a Crea tor. And so
there are a lot of re lig ions that stop at an im age of God as a Crea tor, as a
Force but they never go any fur ther. They say God doesn’t have any char -
ac ter. But we know that is not true; He does have char ac ter and the scrip -
tures speak ex actly of those things, “The Lord God com pas sion ate.”
Ar en’t you glad he said that? He could have said, “The Lord God stern or
The Lord God ex act ing.” The first thing out of His mouth when re veal ing
Him self to Moses, “The Lord God com pas sion ate; The Lord God gra -
cious, slow to an ger, abound ing in lov ingkind ness and truth.” And when
you share that with some one, there is proba bly al ready some thing in side of
them saying, “I need God.” There is some thing in side, a “knower,” waiting
to be able to say Amen. 

Then the eye brows are painted on the pic ture. The eyes¾ they’re not 
just round, but they are shaped like real eyes. This is awe some; God has
char ac ter; He ex presses Him self in com pas sion ate ways through emo tions
and do ing things we can un der stand. He is not just about things we can not
com pre hend but He is also about things we can. Now those we have been
pray ing for be gin to see God dif fer ently. Men tally, over a pe riod of time, 
they start to grow into an un der stand ing.

Fur ther we see:

 . . . the fruit of the Spirit (God’s char ac ter) is love, joy, peace, long-
 suffering, kind ness, good ness, faith ful ness, gen tle ness, self- control.
(Ga la tians 5:22)

Of ten the un saved do not un der stand but as we speak to them, we
speak life to the soul who does not know and be gin to color in the pic ture
even more. The end re sult is going from a stick fig ure to some thing like the
paint ing of God in the Sis tine Chapel.

In John 3:16 we are in tro duced for the very first time, “For God so
loved the world that He gave His only be got ten Son.” If there’s a Son then
there’s a Fa ther and Je sus al ways re ferred to God as Fa ther, our Fa ther who
art in heaven.

Now I’ve been told that dur ing the day of Christ many peo ple
prayed to God as the Fa ther. Regard less of whether this is true or not, we do 
know we are here in tro duced to God dif fer ently, now in a fam ily con text.
Now if we had stopped at God as Crea tor, a Force, with char ac ter, a good
char ac ter, we would have stopped at one type of re lig ion. But now we have
a re lig ion that says more: we can re late to God as both a Fa ther and a Son!
What a strange idea. How can we draw that stick fig ure? We be gin to un -
der stand some of the com plexi ties of this God we call Christ, of this re lig -
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ion we’ve come to grips with, this re la tion ship with our Lord, a lit tle bit
more closely. A mys tery starts to en tice us. A Fa ther/Son re la tion ship and
be cause of that fel low ship, the love of God is born. It wasn’t be cause His
char ac ter was good. Not be cause He was Crea tor, but be cause out of that
re la tion ship, He gave His only be got ten Son. The work of the Cross is awe -
some work. He said, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down
his life for his friends.(John 15:13)” 

In John 13, we are in tro duced to the trin ity in even more de tail than
we may want to know. He said I’m go ing to go and I’m go ing to send to you 
the Holy Spirit. He’s go ing to come and He’s go ing to teach you and guide
you and com fort you. In verse 18 He says, “I will not leave you as or -
phans.” Now we start think ing about God, Crea tor, Force, com pas sion ate,
Fa ther and Son, Sav ior; He loves us. Now, wait a minute. Holy Spirit? He
said He will not leave us as or phans, one who’s fa ther and mother are no
longer alive, one who’s been de serted to live their life on their own unc tion
and abili ties, what ever re sources they can mus ter up. But Je sus says, “Wait
a minute, the Holy Spirit will come be cause I don’t want to leave you as or -
phans that some how you will have to make it on your own.” God doesn’t
want us to make it on our own. Isn’t that good? He wants to be liv ing in side
of us in such a way we’ll know our God lives.

That’s what our tes ti mony is about. So we pray and we share these
things with those we love. 

Then in Reve la tion we are in tro duced to God in still an other way, a
res ur rected, vic to ri ous God, not one who is ago niz ing on the cross, not one
who is walk ing around as a man. But, as one who is de scribed in Revelation 
1:14, “His head and hair were white as wool and snow and His eyes were
like a flame of fire,” a God who is alien to us! We would not rec og nize this
as a hu man be ing. We would say, “Whoa, that was God!” It’s the same
God, same Crea tor, the same one with the Force over the wa ters. The same
one who showed Him self as com pas sion ate; the same one who gave His
only be got ten Son; the same one who sent the Holy Spirit. But now yet
another trait comes forth. Up un til now you may have thought, with all
those dif fer ent aspects that have been pointed out, “Now, I know God.”
You are just kid ding your self. You’ve still only got the “out line.” That’s all
that’s been given here, the stick fig ure of who God really is. Through out all 
your life God is go ing to color in all the parts of who He is that will sur prise
you at every glance. 
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Who are We?

In this learn ing pro cess we also go through a tran si tion of who we
are, not just our idea of God. When you are pray ing for the lost, many of
them have a prob lem even know ing who they are nev er mind who God is.
They have to un der stand some thing about them selves too, not gen er ally
known. We start this pro cess in school these days where we are taught hu -
mans are just ani mals, just crea tures. “You are just DNA not even an ani -
mal, etc.” At some point you might say you know you are a man not an
ani mal, at least that, and by the way, you can make in tel li gent de ci sions . . .
That’s pretty good; some peo ple don’t even get that far, they’re just DNA.
In other words they be lieve nothing is wrong or right; what ever hap pens,
hap pens. Peo ple ac tu ally be lieve this. 

Well, we must say to the un saved per son, “That’s not true.” Instead,
God called Adam to Him self in the gar den and brought the ani mals to him
and he was look ing for some thing he didn’t even know until he saw Eve.
Then he knew what he was look ing for! Af ter the Fall, God did a lot of
things. I’m go ing to sum up the Old Tes ta ment in one “swoop.” The whole
con text of hu man ex pe ri ence af ter the Fall was to lead us to one thing:

For the law of the life in Christ Je sus has set you free from the law of
sin and death.. (Ro mans 8:2)

No mat ter how much you try to do things ac cord ing to your con cept
of God, you are go ing to fail. It brings you right to the cross. The whole un -
re deemed pro cess brings you to the end con clu sion that you still need to be
re deemed. “I’m not good; I need to be good. I don’t know how to get
there.” That’s what the con cept of un der stand ing the law is all about. A lot
of peo ple come to that con clu sion, “I’m not good, I’m not go ing to make it,
my whole life doesn’t make any sense no mat ter what, there’s no hope for
my life any way.” Ha ven’t we heard that? “It doesn’t mat ter; I’m not in the
Book. It really doesn’t mat ter!” Well they need to be re deemed, plain and
sim ple. They need to be bought back; they need to be saved. 

So now we have the stick fig ure of our selves, a re deemed stick fig -
ure as we come to the cross and we give our life to Je sus. He is our Sav ior;
we’re saved. So now we can stop pray ing for the saved man? No. It says,
“Go unto all the world and what? (Matthew 28:19)” Make dis ci ples. It
doesn’t say to just save them. Once the person is re deemed he slowly
comes to the con clu sion he can not do it and that Christ is go ing to do it for
him instead. 
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But now he needs to know some thing else. He needs to be come a
bond- slave to our Lord. So Je sus is not just Sav ior but now he is Lord to us.
“Okay, so I’m re deemed and now I am a slave.” This is a good place. If you
miss that step, you may have to go back, be cause that is a part of who we
are, slaves to our God. We are not free to do our own thing. 

Then He calls us friends. Just when you get it right that you are a
slave, He says yet you are not a slave. 

Love has no greater love than this than to lay down his love for his
friends . . . and I’ve called you friends . . . .(John 15:13)

I do not call you as slaves but as sons and daugh ters. (1 Corinthians 
7:21)

Know ing and un der stand ing the heart of God is there; that’s the pro -
cess. We are not just called to do things blindly but He wants us to know
and to un der stand His heart. Now we come to know and un der stand our -
selves in a much dif fer ent way. “I’m not just re deemed, I’m not just a slave, 
I’m a son or daugh ter of Christ. I feel bet ter al ready but I’ve still got a ways
to go.” Keep pray ing. 

He has made us a king dom of priests to our God (Revelation 1:6)

We have to un der stand this. Be fore we could rely upon those who
were dis ci pling us; maybe they were our pas tors, bish ops or the church hi -
er ar chy, who ever they might be, they were the ones who un der stood re lig -
ion and God. “I’m just learn ing from them, I’m re deemed, I’m not just a
slave but a son, but now I un der stand I am a priest. Those oth ers should not
have had the place of a priest; I have to go be fore the throne of God. I have
the place to go into the holy of ho lies; I have the re spon si bil ity for my re la -
tion ship with Christ, not them. I do.”

So in the stick fig ure, “I’m saved, I’m a slave, I’m a friend, I’m a
royal priest!” That’s who you are. Every sin gle one of you. Thank fully He
doesn’t leave us there. We are also over com ers, one who is on the win ning
side.

They over came him by the blood of the Lamb, by the word of their
tes ti mony and they did not love their life even unto death.
(Revelation 12:11)

Can you see how the paint ing is start ing to take on more dimension,
where you can ac tu ally sink your teeth into it? It isn’t just empty con cepts
lost in shad ows but you start to un der stand some thing more about where
God is lead ing you. 
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Here is the clincher. Most of the songs we sing in church don’t de -
scribe all of these aspects. They of ten men tion Crea tion but then take this
gi ant leap to de vo tion, be ing a de voted fol lower, be ing the be loved. Song of 
Solo mon starts out in the first verse, “that I might know the kisses of His
mouth. . . they are bet ter than wine.” What is this  talk ing about? Paul says,
“O, Lord that I might know you,” at the end of his life (Philipi ans 3:10). If
Paul didn’t know, who does? What’s that all about? What drove Mary to
the tomb to just sit there, wait ing? What was it that caused Pe ter and the
oth ers to run to the tomb when she went back to tell them the Lord was
gone. He is risen. They ran! What was that? 

This is some thing a lit tle more dif fi cult to de scribe and paint in. It’s
some thing one can not eas ily ex plain in full ness. But you know when
you’ve got it, the de vo tion you have in your heart to our Lord and Sav ior
Je sus Christ. He calls you by a spe cial name that no one knows ex cept
Him self! The bi ble says that (Revelation 2:17). You don’t even know it yet. 
One of them is “Beloved.” When He calls you friend and He calls you
slave, when He calls you any thing, when He comes to you and says,
“Beloved, I have some thing for you,” you are go ing to pay at ten tion. Your
heart re sponds in like man ner, “Be loved, Lord, Sav ior, Friend, my Be -
loved, what ever You want. I am yours. This thing called ‘me’ be longs to
You.” 

So when we pray for those to come into the king dom of God, pray
for the learn ing pro cess to con tinue in their lives. Un less the Holy Spirit is
do ing it, they will not be able to com pre hend those com plex thoughts
we’ve shared. They will still think they are just DNA walk ing around on
this earth. 

I had a room mate in col lege who was so very smart, that’s where he
ended his re lig ion, that we were crea tures of smart ness. I asked once,
“What if God showed up and you could see him visi bly and He spoke to
you, ‘Mi chael, you are go ing to hell and you need to re pent; you need to
serve me the rest of your life’ ?” He said he would be lieve it was a trick, that 
it was a hol lo gram and would walk away. How could God pos si bly get
ahold of this man? 

Conclusion

You see, all of these words are just words in the heart of an un saved
per son. In side there is a de sire to know God, that God has cre ated in side
each of us. A man is deaf un til he dies in or der to live. Our job is to pray un -
til the Holy Spirit goes in there and turns up the soil of the heart, number
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one. Num ber two, the word of God would be planted there and it would
start to grow;  they would come to know some thing of the char ac ter and na -
ture of God. They would un der stand some thing of the Fa ther hood and the
Son com ing to save us. They would un der stand some thing of the Holy
Spirit enabling us to work and live this life that is so com pli cated we only
get our selves into trou ble on our own.
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Let’s pray for those we know, pray ing for them to get saved, that first 
the Holy Spirit would come and they would un der stand. 

Fa ther, I thank You for stir ring up our hearts to pray for the lost,
whether in our fami lies or peo ple we know. You are call ing them. We ask
You, Lord, by Your Holy Spirit to come and be gin to turn over the soil in
their hearts, changing the con cepts they have wrongly kept about them -
selves and God. And, they would be gin to un der stand those con cepts bib li -
cally, by the word of God, who You are and who they are. You are not a God
who comes to just judge and leave. You are not a God of vin dic tive ness.
Rather You are a God of com pas sion. Who wouldn’t want to serve a God of
com pas sion?! But You only, God, can turn over the soil of the heart so they
would see the sim ple choice be fore them. And be cause of that choice, they
would also un der stand You sent Your only Son, the Lord who died upon the
cross, who took and sac ri ficed Him self physi cally that we might live spiri -
tu ally. That they might grow in all the con cepts You have called each one of
us in di vidu ally to be, to grow in the con cept of know ing You and un der -
stand ing You and the na ture of our God in heaven. Lord, we’ve only be gun
to scratch the sur face of who You are. When we all get to heaven we will all
be sur prised. 

Thank you, Lord God. Amen . . .
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1) Wit ness Tree/Get tys burg Ad dress Honey Lo cust 

This grand old tree stood in the Gettysburg National Cemetery near
the spot where President Abraham Lincoln issued his famous
“Gettysburg Address” on November 19, 1863.
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